BOARD OF REVIEW DECISION 

Title of publication: 

Don't Breathe 

Other known title (s): 

Not stated 

OFLC ref: 

1600737.000 

Medium: 

Film 

Distributor: 

Sony Pictures (NZ) Ltd 

Director: 

Fede Alvarez 

Producer: 

Sam Raimi 
et al. 

Country of origin: 

United States 

Language: 

English 

Applicant: 

Sony Pictures (NZ) Ltd 

Classification: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is 
restricted to persons who have attained the age of 18 years. 

Excisions: 

No excisions recommended 

Descriptive note: 

Contains violence, sexual violence and offensive language. 

Display conditions: 

None 

Date of entry in Register: 

22 September 2016 


Date of direction to 22 September 2016 

issue a label: 

Date of notice of decision: 19 September 2016 



Components 

Running time 

Feature(s): 

Don't Breathe 

88:22 

Total running time: 


88:22 


Summary of reasons for decision: 

Sony Pictures, the distributor of Don’t Breathe applies to the Board for a review of the 
decision of the Classification Office to classify this publication as R18. 





The movie contains extreme physical violence, acts of torture and foul language. It tells 
the story of the events which unfold when three young thieves break into the house of a 
blind war veteran in order to steal his money. The movie shows unrelenting acts of 
violence perpetrated by all protagonists, and sexual violence when Rocky, the young 
woman member of the trio is captured by the veteran. Further the movie shows that the 
veteran had earlier captured and impregnated another young woman who is shot as she 
tries to escape with the intruders. This young woman had run over and killed his 
daughter and had been held by the veteran so that she can provide him with a child as 
payment for the one he has lost. After her death Rocky becomes his focus to achieve a 
child. The sexual violence aspect of the movie is disturbing to viewers but unrelated to 
the storyline. The movie leaves the viewer with some sympathy for all the protagonists 
and so is morally ambiguous. 

The violence, crime and sexual violence shown in the movie means that the publication 
meets the gateway requirements of s3(l) of the Films, Videos and Publications 
Classifications Act 1993. The Film is not deemed to be objectionable under s3(2). 
Taking into account the provisions of s3(3) and s3(4) the Board has assessed the 
extreme violence (estimated to be over 80% of the movies mnning time) and the 
disturbing sexual violence as likely to be injurious to the public good if viewed by young 
adults under the age of 18. The moral nuances of the movie are unlikely to be 
understood by younger viewers and the extreme nature of the violence and sexual 
violence are injurious to the public good if younger viewers are exposed to it. 

The Board therefore classifies this publication under s23 as objectionable unless 
restricted to those over the age of 18 with a descriptive note that the film contains 
violence, sexual violence and offensive language. 



